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Abstract. This paper makes the first bridge between the classical differen-
tial/boomerang uniformity and the newly introduced c-differential uniformity.

We show that the boomerang uniformity of an odd APN function is given by

the maximum of the entries (except for the first row/column) of the function’s
(−1)-Difference Distribution Table. In fact, the boomerang uniformity of an

odd permutation APN function equals its (−1)-differential uniformity. We then

use this connection to easily compute the boomerang uniformity of several odd
APN functions. In the second part we give two classes of differentially low-

uniform functions obtained by modifying the inverse function. The first class

of permutations (CCZ-inequivalent to the inverse) over a finite field Fpn (p,
an odd prime) is obtained from the composition of the inverse function with

an order-3 cycle permutation, with differential uniformity 3 if p = 3 and n is
odd; 5 if p = 13 and n is even; and 4 otherwise. The second class is a family

of binomials and we show that their differential uniformity equals 4. Finally,

we extend to odd characteristic a result of Charpin and Kyureghyan (2010)
providing an upper bound for the differential uniformity of the function and

its switched version via a trace function.

1. Introduction. Let Fpn be the finite field with pn elements, where p is an odd
prime and n is a positive integer. The set of nonzero elements of Fpn forms a
cyclic group with respect to multiplication and we shall denote it by F∗

pn . We shall
denote by Fpn [X], the ring of polynomials in the indeterminate X and coefficients
in Fpn . For any α ∈ Fpn , we shall denote by χ(α) the quadratic character of α
and so, χ(α) = 0 if α = 0, χ(α) = 1 if 0 ̸= α is a square, χ(α) = −1 if α is not a
square. It is well-known, due to Lagrange’s interpolation formula, that any function
f : Fpn → Fpn can be uniquely expressed as a polynomial f ∈ Fpn [X]/(Xpn −X).
A polynomial f ∈ Fpn [X] is called a permutation polynomial (PP) if the induced
mapping c 7→ f(c) permutes the elements of Fpn . The inverse map from Fpn to itself,

given by X 7→ Xpn−2, is an important class of functions due to its applications in
coding theory, cryptography, among others. In fact, the inverse function over binary
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field F28 has been used as a substitution box in the block cipher AES, which is one
of the most widely used cryptographic primitive.

For any function f : Fpn → Fpn and a, b, c ∈ Fpn , the c-Difference Distribution
Table (c-DDT) entry at point (a, b), denoted by c∆f (a, b), is defined as c∆f (a, b) :=
|{X ∈ Fpn | f(X + a) − cf(X) = b}|. The c-differential uniformity (c-DU) of the
function f , denoted by c∆f , is then defined as the maximum of c∆f (a, b), where
a, b ∈ Fpn and a ̸= 0 if c = 1. When c∆f = 1 then f is called perfect c-nonlinear
(PcN) function (also known as c-planar function [2]) and when c∆f = 2 then f is
called almost perfect c-nonlinear (APcN) function. If c = 1 then the notion of the
c-differential uniformity coincides with the classical notion of differential uniformity.
In the particular case when f(X) = Xd for some positive integer d then it is easy
to see that c∆f (a, b) = c∆f

(
1, b

ad

)
, for all a ∈ F∗

pn and b ∈ Fpn . Therefore, for
determining c-differential properties of a power map f , it is sufficient to consider
the c-DDT entries with a = 1. Motivated by the notion of differential spectrum
introduced by Blondeau et al. [3], Wang et al. [25] introduced the notion of the
c-differential spectrum of power functions. For any power map f(X) = Xd and
0 ≤ i ≤ c∆f , let cωi = |{b ∈ Fpn | c∆f (1, b) = i}| then the c-differential spectrum
of f , denoted by cDSf , is defined as cDSf := {cωi > 0 | 0 ≤ i ≤ c∆f}. Again, if
c = 1 then the notion of c-differential spectrum coincides with the classical notion
of differential spectrum.

To simplify the analysis of the boomerang attack [24], which can be thought
of as an extension of the differential attack, Cid et al. [12] introduced the notion
of boomerang connectivity table (BCT). In [12], the BCT entries were defined for
permutation functions in even characteristic, and their computation required the
inverse of the permutation. In 2019, Li et al. [21] gave an equivalent technique to
compute BCT, which does not require the compositional inverse of the permutation
polynomial f(X) at all. For any a, b ∈ Fpn , the BCT entry of the function f at
point (a, b), denoted by Bf (a, b), is the number of solutions (X,Y ) ∈ Fpn × Fpn of
the following system of equations{

f(X)− f(Y ) = b,

f(X + a)− f(Y + a) = b.

To quantify the resistance of a function f against the boomerang attack, Boura
and Canteaut [5] coined the term boomerang uniformity, denoted by Bf , which is
the maximum of Bf (a, b), where a, b ∈ F∗

pn . In the particular case when f(X) = Xd

for some positive integer d then Bf (a, b) = Bf

(
1, b

ad

)
for all a, b ∈ F∗

pn . Thus, for
the power maps it is sufficient to consider the BCT entries with a = 1. Analogous
to the differential spectrum, the boomerang spectrum of a power map is defined in
the following way. For any power map f(X) = Xd and 0 ≤ i ≤ Bf , let vi = |{b ∈
F∗
pn | Bf (1, b) = i}| then the boomerang spectrum of f , denoted by BSf , is defined

as BSf = {vi > 0 | 0 ≤ i ≤ Bf}.
Though, so far, only one application of this new concept of the c-DU has been

found in design theory [1] (connecting the PcN property, when c∆f = 1, to some
quasigroups), we want to point out that in reality, for monomial functions f(X) =
Xd, the differentials {f(αX), f(X)} used by Borissov et al. [4] in their attack,
are the same as the c-differentials at a = 0, {f(X + a), cf(X)}, where c = αd.
Further, in this paper, we shall establish a relation between BCT entries for odd
APN functions and their (−1)-DDT entries. We then use this relation to derive two
identities for the boomerang spectrum of odd APN functions. As an application
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of this result, we compute the boomerang spectrum of the inverse map from its
(−1)-differential spectrum. By using our shown bridge connection between the
BCT entries and the (−1)-DDT entries, in addition to the inverse function, we
compute the boomerang uniformity of four more classes of odd APN functions. It
is worth mentioning here that the differential properties [16, 18] and boomerang
properties [20] of the inverse function over finite fields of odd characteristic are
known in the literature. For instance, when c = 0 then the inverse function being
a permutation is PcN. In the case of c = 1, Helleseth et al. [18, Theorem 3] showed
that f is APN if χ(−3) = −1, differentially 3-uniform if p = 3 and differentially
4-uniform, otherwise. For c ∈ Fpn\{0, 1}, the c-differential uniformity f has been
considered in [16, Theorem 13], and the authors showed that if c ∈ Fpn\{0, 1, 4, 4−1}
then the c-DU of f is 3 if χ(c2 − 4c) = 1 or χ(1 − 4c); and f is APcN in all the
remaining cases. Experimental results suggest that for c ∈ {4, 4−1}, f is not always
APcN. For instance, when c = 4 then f is differentially 3-uniform over F17 and
when c = 4−1 then f is differentially 3-uniform over F19. Here, we give a very
simple proof correcting some conditions for the c-differential uniformity of f for all
the values of c ∈ Fpn\{0, 1}.

The second part of the paper is devoted to the construction of differentially low-
uniform functions by modifying the inverse function. We know that the inverse
map over finite fields of odd characteristic is an involution with three fixed points,
namely 0, 1 and −1. We composed the inverse map with a 3-length cycle (0 1 − 1)
and showed that the resulting function f(X) = Xpn−2 ◦ (0 1 − 1), which again is
a permutation, has the differential uniformity

∆f =


3 if p = 3 and n is odd,

5 if p = 13 and n is even,

4 otherwise.

In addition to it, we construct a class of differentially 4-uniform binomials by
adding the term uX2 to the inverse map Xpn−2. A well-known technique of con-
structing functions with low differential uniformity from the known ones is Dillon’s
switching method (see [13, 15]). It was extended by Budaghyan, Carlet and Lean-
der [7] (switching the Gold function X3 to produce the APN function X3+Tr(X9)),
as well as Edel and Pott [15]. Carranza [10] further extended the switching method
to any differential uniformity, albeit in even characteristic. Here, we show a sim-
ilar result in odd characteristic, and in particular, we show that if we switch the
inverse map with αTr(h(X)), where α ∈ F∗

pn , Tr is the absolute trace map and
h(X) ∈ Fpn [X], then the differential uniformity of the resulting function is bounded
above by 2(p+ 1).

2. Differential and boomerang properties of the inverse function. In this
section, we shall first establish a (perhaps, surprising, though not difficult to show)
link between classical differential uniformity, generalized differential uniformity and
boomerang uniformity. More precisely, we shall show that the BCT entries of odd
APN functions and their (−1)-DDT entries have the following relation.

Theorem 2.1. Let f be an odd APN function over Fpn , where p is an odd prime.
Then, for any a, b ∈ F∗

pn the BCT and the (−1)-DDT entries have the following
relation

Bf (a, b) = −1∆f (a,−b).
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Proof. Recall that a function f over Fpn is said to be odd if and only if f(−X) =
−f(X) for all X ∈ Fpn . Since f is an odd function, for any fixed a ∈ F∗

pn and
b ∈ Fpn if X is a solution of the equation

Df (X, a) := f
(
X +

a

2

)
− f

(
X − a

2

)
= b,

so is −X. Also since f is APN, if solutions of the above equation exist then
these two are the only solutions. Equivalently, for odd APN functions Df (X, a) =
Df (Y, a) ⇐⇒ X = ±Y . Now recall that the boomerang uniformity of the function
f is given by the maximum number of solutions of the following system of equations{

f
(
X − a

2

)
− f

(
Y − a

2

)
= b

f
(
X + a

2

)
− f

(
Y + a

2

)
= b

⇐⇒

{
f
(
X − a

2

)
− f

(
Y − a

2

)
= b

Df (X, a) = Df (Y, a),
(1)

where a and b are running over F∗
pn . Since b ∈ F∗

pn , X = Y cannot be a solution of
the first equation of the above system. Therefore, the only possibility is X = −Y
and in this case the first equation of the above system becomes

f
(
Y +

a

2

)
+ f

(
Y − a

2

)
= −b.

Thus, Bf (a, b) = −1∆f (a,−b) for all a, b ∈ F∗
pn . This completes the proof.

Remark 2.2. A consequence of our previous proof is the fact that the boomerang
uniformity of an odd function (non necessarily APN) in odd characteristic is in-
fluenced by the (−1)-differential uniformity. Thus, if one needs a low boomerang
uniformity odd function, a necessary condition is that its (−1)-differential unifor-
mity must be low.

Remark 2.3. In Theorem 2.1, if f is also a permutation, then −1∆f (0, b) = 1 =

−1∆f (a, 0), for all a, b ∈ Fpn . Thus, for odd APN permutations, the boomerang
uniformity is equal to its (−1)-differential uniformity.

It is well-known that the c-differential spectrum entries of a power map f(X) =
Xd satisfy the following identities

c∆f∑
i=0

cωi = pn and

c∆f∑
i=0

i · cωi = pn, (2)

which are useful in the computation of the c-differential spectrum. To the best of
out knowledge, there are no such identities for the boomerang spectrum entries of a
power map. Here, using Theorem 2.1, we give similar identities for the boomerang
spectrum of odd APN power functions.

Corollary 2.4. Let f be an odd APN power function with boomerang uniformity
Bf and boomerang spectrum {vi > 0 | 0 ≤ i ≤ Bf}. Then the following identities
hold:

Bf∑
i=0

vi = pn − 1 and

Bf∑
i=0

i · vi = pn − −1∆f (1, 0). (3)

Proof. The proof immediately follows from Theorem 2.1.

In the remaining of this section, we shall show that Theorem 2.1 is not only
useful in the determination of the boomerang uniformity of odd APN functions but
it can also be applied, in part, to determine the BCT entries of other differentially
low-uniform odd functions. For instance, the inverse function f(X) = Xpn−2 over
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finite fields Fpn is APN if χ(−3) = −1, differentially 3-uniform if p = 3 and differen-
tially 4-uniform, otherwise. We shall use Theorem 2.1 to determine the boomerang
spectrum of the inverse map in all these three cases. Before moving forward, we
first prove the following theorem which gives a very simple proof correcting some
conditions for the c-differential uniformity of f for all the values of c ∈ F∗

pn .

Theorem 2.5. Let f(X) = Xpn−2 be a function from Fpn to itself and c ∈ F∗
pn .

Then the c-differential uniformity of f is
3 if c ̸= 1, χ(c2 − 4c) = 1 or χ(1− 4c) = 1,

3 if c = 1 and χ(−3) = 0,

4 if c = 1 and χ(−3) = 1,

2 otherwise.

Proof. Recall that the c-differential uniformity of f(X) = Xpn−2 is given by the
maximum number of solutions X ∈ Fpn of the following equation(

X +
1

2

)pn−2

− c

(
X − 1

2

)pn−2

= b, (4)

where b is running over Fpn . It is easy to see that if X =
1

2
then b = 1 and if

X = −1

2
then b = c. When X ̸∈

{
−1

2
,
1

2

}
, then Equation (4) reduces to

bX2 − (1− c)X +
−b+ 2c+ 2

4
= 0. (5)

When b = 0 then we have no solution of Equation (5) if c = 1 and a unique solu-
tion, otherwise. In the case when b ̸= 0 then we have two solutions of Equation (5)
if and only if

χ((1− c)2 − b(−b+ 2c+ 2)) = 1.

Thus, for all b ̸∈ {1, c}, we have at most two solutions of Equation (4). It is easy
to see that when b = 1 then we have two solutions of Equation (5) if and only if
χ(c2 − 4c) = 1. Similarly, when b = c then we have two solutions of Equation (5) if
and only if χ(1− 4c) = 1. This completes the proof.

In [20, Theorems 3–6], Jiang et al. determined the boomerang spectrum of
the inverse function. In Theorem 2.8, we give a simpler proof for the boomerang
spectrum utilizing the connection between BCT entries and (−1)-DDT entries. It
is easy to see from Theorem 2.5 that for the inverse function −1∆f (1, 0) = 1. Thus,
for the APN inverse function (i.e., when χ(−3) = −1), the boomerang spectrum is
the same as the (−1)-differential spectrum with the only change that v1 = −1ω1−1.
The next theorem gives the (−1)-differential spectrum of the inverse map.

Theorem 2.6. Let f(X) = Xpn−2 be a function from Fpn to itself. Then the
(−1)-differential spectrum of f is given by the following:

1. If p = 3 and n is even, then{
−1ω0 =

pn − 1

2
,−1ω1 = 3,−1ω2 =

pn − 9

2
,−1ω3 = 2

}
.

2. If p = 3 and n is odd, then{
−1ω0 =

pn − 3

2
,−1ω1 = 3,−1ω2 =

pn − 3

2

}
.
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3. If pn ≡ 3 (mod 4) and χ(5) = 1, then{
−1ω0 =

pn + 1

2
,−1ω1 = 1,−1ω2 =

pn − 7

2
,−1ω3 = 2

}
.

4. If pn ≡ 3 (mod 4) and χ(5) = −1, then{
−1ω0 =

pn − 3

2
,−1ω1 = 3,−1ω2 =

pn − 3

2

}
.

5. If pn ≡ 1 (mod 4) and χ(5) = 1, then{
−1ω0 =

pn − 1

2
,−1ω1 = 3,−1ω2 =

pn − 9

2
,−1ω3 = 2

}
.

6. If pn ≡ 1 (mod 4) and χ(5) = −1, then{
−1ω0 =

pn − 5

2
,−1ω1 = 5,−1ω2 =

pn − 5

2

}
.

7. If p = 5, then{
−1ω0 =

pn − 1

2
,−1ω1 = 1,−1ω2 =

pn − 1

2

}
.

Proof. We shall consider two cases, namely, p = 3 and p > 3.
Case 1. Let p = 3. In this case, from Theorem 2.5, we know that the (−1)-
differential uniformity of f is 3 if n is even and 2 if n is odd. Now consider the
equation

(X + 1)p
n−2 + (X − 1)p

n−2 = b. (6)

It is easy to observe that if b = 0 then X = 0 is the only solution of the above
equation. Also, notice that, if X = 1 then b = −1 and if X = −1 then b = 1. When
X ̸∈ {−1, 1}, then Equation (6) reduces to

bX2 +X − b = 0. (7)

Now, for b ̸= 0, Equation (7) has a unique solution if b2 = −1, which is possible if
and only if n is even. Thus, when n is even then −1ω1 = 3 and also for both b = ±1,
Equation (7) has two solutions and hence −1ω3 = 2. The remaining two entries of
the (−1)-differential spectrum can be obtained using the identities (2). Similarly,
when n is odd then −1ω1 = 3 and the remaining two entries of the (−1)-differential
spectrum can be obtained using the identities (2).
Case 2. Let p > 3. In this case, from Theorem 2.5, we know that the (−1)-
differential uniformity of f is 3 if χ(5) = 1 and 2, otherwise. Now consider the
equation (

X +
1

2

)pn−2

+

(
X − 1

2

)pn−2

= b. (8)

Again, if b = 0 then X = 0 is the only solution of Equation (8). Also, it is easy to

see that, if X =
1

2
, then b = 1, and if X = −1

2
, then b = −1. When X ̸∈

{
−1

2
,
1

2

}
,

then Equation (8) reduces to

bX2 − 2X − b

4
= 0. (9)

For b ̸= 0, Equation (9) has a unique solution if χ(b2 + 4) = 0, which is possible
if and only if pn ≡ 1 (mod 4). Now, if p = 5, then for b = ±1, Equation (9) has
a unique solution and hence we have −1ω1 = 1. The remaining two entries of the
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(−1)-differential spectrum can be obtained using the identities (2). Similarly, if
χ(5) = 1 then −1ω1 = 3 and −1ω3 = 2. Likewise, if χ(5) = −1, then −1ω1 = 5.

When pn ≡ 3 (mod 4), then −1ω1 = 3 if χ(5) = −1. If χ(5) = 1, then −1ω1 = 1
and −1ω3 = 2. This completes the proof.

Remark 2.7. We note that Items (1) and (2) are special cases of Items (5) and (4),
respectively. We prefer to give these cases separately, as they may be of independent
interest.

In the following theorem we consider the boomerang spectrum of the inverse
function in the cases when it is not an APN function, i.e., when χ(−3) ∈ {0, 1}.
This theorem exhibits how Theorem 2.1 can be used to determine the boomerang
spectrum of odd functions (not necessarily APN). Below, we use the notations

Q1 = χ

(
7−

√
−3

2

)
and Q2 = χ

(
7 +

√
−3

2

)
,

in the understood finite fields.

Theorem 2.8. Let f(X) = Xpn−2 be a function from Fpn to itself and χ(−3) ∈
{0, 1}. Then the boomerang spectrum of f is given by:

• If p = 3, then{
v0 =

pn − 3

2
, v2 =

pn − 3

2
, v3 = 2

}
if n ≡ 1 (mod 2),{

v0 =
pn − 1

2
, v1 = 2, v2 =

pn − 9

2
, v5 = 2

}
if n ≡ 0 (mod 2).

• If p = 13, then{
v0 =

pn − 9

2
, v1 = 2, v2 =

pn − 1

2
, v3 = 2

}
if n ≡ 1 (mod 2),{

v0 =
pn − 1

2
, v2 =

pn − 13

2
, v3 = 4, v4 = 2

}
if n ≡ 0 (mod 2).

• If χ(−3) = 1, p ̸= 13 and χ(5) = −1, then
1. If pn ≡ 1 (mod 4), then{

v0 =
pn − 5

2
, v1 = 4, v2 =

pn − 13

2
, v4 = 4

}
if Q1 = 1 = Q2,{

v0 =
pn − 9

2
, v1 = 4, v2 =

pn − 5

2
, v4 = 2

}
if Q1Q2 = −1,{

v0 =
pn − 13

2
, v1 = 4, v2 =

pn + 3

2

}
if Q1 = −1 = Q2.

2. If pn ≡ 3 (mod 4), then{
v0 =

pn − 3

2
, v1 = 2, v2 =

pn − 11

2
, v4 = 4

}
if Q1 = 1 = Q2,{

v0 =
pn − 7

2
, v1 = 2, v2 =

pn − 3

2
, v4 = 2

}
if Q1Q2 = −1,{

v0 =
pn − 11

2
, v1 = 2, v2 =

pn + 5

2

}
if Q1 = −1 = Q2.

• If χ(−3) = 1, p ̸= 13 and χ(5) = 1, then
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1. If pn ≡ 1 (mod 4), then{
v0 =

pn − 1

2
, v1 = 2, v2 =

pn − 17

2
, v3 = 2, v4 = 4

}
if Q1 = 1 = Q2,{

v0 =
pn − 5

2
, v1 = 2, v2 =

pn − 9

2
, v3 = 2, v4 = 2

}
if Q1Q2 = −1,{

v0 =
pn − 9

2
, v1 = 2, v2 =

pn − 1

2
, v3 = 2

}
if Q1 = −1 = Q2.

2. If pn ≡ 3 (mod 4), then{
v0 =

pn + 1

2
, v2 =

pn − 15

2
, v3 = 2, v4 = 4

}
if Q1 = 1 = Q2,{

v0 =
pn − 3

2
, v2 =

pn − 7

2
, v3 = 2, v4 = 2

}
if Q1Q2 = −1,{

v0 =
pn − 7

2
, v2 =

pn + 1

2
, v3 = 2

}
if Q1 = −1 = Q2.

• Let χ(−3) = 1 and p = 5, which is equivalent to say that p = 5 and n is even.
Then {

v0 =
pn − 1

2
, v2 =

pn − 9

2
, v4 = 4

}
if Q1 = 1 = Q2,{

v0 =
pn − 9

2
, v2 =

pn + 7

2

}
if Q1 = −1 = Q2.

Proof. Recall that the boomerang uniformity of f is given by the maximum number
of solutions (X,Y ) ∈ Fpn × Fpn of the following equation{(

X − 1
2

)pn−2 −
(
Y − 1

2

)pn−2
= b,

Df (X, 1) = Df (Y, 1),
(10)

where b is running over F∗
pn . We shall now consider two cases, namely, p = 3 and

χ(−3) = 1, respectively.
Case 1. Let p = 3. In this case System (10) reduces to{

(X + 1)p
n−2 − (Y + 1)p

n−2 = b,

(X + 1)p
n−2 − (X − 1)p

n−2 = (Y + 1)p
n−2 − (Y − 1)p

n−2.
(11)

When Df (X, 1) = Df (Y, 1) = −1, then after excluding solutions of the form X =
±Y , we have a total of 4 solutions of this equation, namely, {(0, 1), (0,−1), (1, 0),
(−1, 0)}. Moreover, if (X,Y ) ∈ {(0, 1), (−1, 0)} then b = −1 and if (X,Y ) ∈
{(0,−1), (1, 0)} then b = 1. When Df (X, 1) = Df (Y, 1) ̸= −1 then its solutions will
be of the formX = ±Y . Thus, for all b ̸∈ {0, 1,−1}, we have Bf (1, b) = −1∆f (1,−b)
and when b = ±1 then Bf (1, b) = −1∆f (1,−b) + 2. Recall that

−1∆f (1,±1) =

{
1 if n is odd,

3 if n is even.

Thus, if n is odd then v0 = −1ω0, v1 = −1ω1−3, v2 = −1ω2 and v3 = 2. Similarly,
when n is even then v0 = −1ω0, v1 = −1ω1−1, v2 = −1ω2, v3 = −1ω3−2 and v5 = 2.
Case 2. Let χ(−3) = 1 (which happens if n is even or, n is odd and p ≡ 1
(mod 3)). In this case, if Df (X, 1) = Df (Y, 1) ̸= 1 then from Theorem 2.5, the
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Y = 1
2 Y = −1

2 Y =
√
−3
2 Y = −

√
−3
2

X = 1
2 b = 0 b = 1 b =

√
−3+1
2 b = −

√
−3+1
2

X = −1
2 b = −1 b = 0 b =

√
−3−1
2 b = −

√
−3−1
2

X =
√
−3
2 b = −

√
−3−1
2 b = −

√
−3+1
2 b = 0 b = −

√
−3

X = −
√
−3
2 b =

√
−3−1
2 b =

√
−3+1
2 b =

√
−3 b = 0

Table 1. Solutions (X,Y ) of Equation (12) and corresponding
values of b from Equation (13).

second equation of System (10) has solutions X = ±Y . When

Df (X, 1) = Df (Y, 1) = 1, (12)

then the solutions (X,Y ) of this equation and the corresponding value of b from
the first equation of System (10), i.e.,(

X − 1

2

)pn−2

−
(
Y − 1

2

)pn−2

= b (13)

are given in Table 1. It is easy to observe, from Table 1, that the solutions (X,Y )
corresponding to b ∈

{
±1,±

√
−3

}
are of the form X = −Y . Thus, for all b ∈

F∗
pn\A, where

A :=

{
±
(√

−3− 1

2

)
,±

(√
−3 + 1

2

)}
,

the BCT entries B(1, b) are same as the (−1)-DDT entries −1∆f (1,−b). We shall
now consider two subcases, namely, p = 13 and p ̸= 13, respectively.

Subcase 2.1. Let p = 13. In this case
√
−3 = 7 and hence the set A becomes

{±3,±4}. Now, we shall consider two cases, namely, χ(5) = −1 and χ(5) = 1
which correspond to the cases of n odd and n even, respectively. If n is odd, then
for b = ±4, we have two solutions of Equation (10) coming from Table 1 and for
b = ±3, we have three solutions of Equation (10) and two among them are coming
from Table 1. Thus, when p = 13 and n is odd then v0 = −1ω0 − 2, v1 = −1ω1 − 3,
v2 = −1ω2+2 and v3 = 2. Now, when n is even then we have four solutions of Equa-
tion (10) for b = ±4 and two of these are coming from Table 1 and we have three
solutions of Equation (10) for b = ±3 and two of these are coming from Table 1.
Thus, for p = 13 and n even, we have v0 = −1ω0, v1 = −1ω1 − 3, v2 = −1ω2 − 2,
v3 = −1ω3 + 2 and v4 = 2.

Subcase 2.2. Let p ̸= 13. Again, we shall consider three cases, namely, χ(5) =
−1, χ(5) = 1 and χ(5) = 0. If χ(5) = −1, we have four solutions corresponding

to b = ±
(√

−3−1
2

)
if χ

(
7−

√
−3

2

)
= 1 and two solutions, otherwise. Similarly,

we have four solutions corresponding to b = ±
(√

−3+1
2

)
if χ

(
7+

√
−3

2

)
= 1 and

two solutions, otherwise. Thus, if χ
(

7−
√
−3

2

)
= 1 = χ

(
7+

√
−3

2

)
, then we have
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v0 = −1ω0, v1 = −1ω1 − 1, v2 = −1ω2 − 4 and v4 = 4. If χ
(

7−
√
−3

2

)
· χ

(
7+

√
−3

2

)
=

−1, then we have v0 = −1ω0 − 2, v1 = −1ω1 − 1, v2 = −1ω2 and v4 = 2. If

χ
(

7−
√
−3

2

)
= −1 = χ

(
7+

√
−3

2

)
, then we have v0 = −1ω0 − 4, v1 = −1ω1 − 1,

v2 = −1ω2 + 4.

If χ(5) = 1, then we have four solutions corresponding to b = ±
(√

−3−1
2

)
if

χ
(

7−
√
−3

2

)
= 1 and two solutions, otherwise. Similarly, we have four solutions

corresponding to b = ±
(√

−3+1
2

)
if χ

(
7+

√
−3

2

)
= 1 and two solutions, otherwise.

Thus, if χ
(

7−
√
−3

2

)
= 1 = χ

(
7+

√
−3

2

)
, then we have v0 = −1ω0, v1 = −1ω1 − 1,

v2 = −1ω2 − 4 and v4 = 4. If χ
(

7−
√
−3

2

)
· χ

(
7+

√
−3

2

)
= −1, then we have v0 =

−1ω0− 2, v1 = −1ω1− 1, v2 = −1ω2 and v4 = 2. If χ
(

7−
√
−3

2

)
= −1 = χ

(
7+

√
−3

2

)
,

then we have v0 = −1ω0 − 4, v1 = −1ω1 − 1, v2 = −1ω2 + 4.
If χ(5) = 0, then this together with the condition χ(−3) = 1 implies that n

is even. Now similar to the previous cases, we have four solutions corresponding

to b = ±
(√

−3−1
2

)
if χ

(
7−

√
−3

2

)
= 1 and two solutions, otherwise. Similarly, we

have four solutions corresponding to b = ±
(√

−3+1
2

)
if χ

(
7+

√
−3

2

)
= 1 and two

solutions, otherwise. It is easy to observe that either both or none of χ
(

7−
√
−3

2

)
= 1

and χ
(

7+
√
−3

2

)
= 1, since

χ

(
7−

√
−3

2

)
· χ

(
7 +

√
−3

2

)
= χ(13) = χ(3) = 1.

Thus, if χ
(

7−
√
−3

2

)
= 1 = χ

(
7+

√
−3

2

)
, then we have v0 = −1ω0, v1 = −1ω1 − 1,

v2 = −1ω2 − 4 and v4 = 4. If χ
(

7−
√
−3

2

)
= −1 = χ

(
7+

√
−3

2

)
, then we have

v0 = −1ω0 − 4, v1 = −1ω1 − 1, v2 = −1ω2 + 4. This completes the proof.

In order to exemplify the usefulness of Theorem 2.1, we shall now compute the
boomerang uniformity of all the known classes of odd APN power functions over
finite fields of odd characteristic. To the best of our knowledge, the following func-
tions are the only known classes of odd APN power maps Xd over Fpn , for p odd:

• f1(X) = X3, p ̸= 3 [18];

• f2(X) = X
2pn−1

3 , pn ≡ 2 (mod 3) [18];
• f3(X) = Xpn−2, pn ≡ 2 (mod 3) [18];

• f4(X) = Xp
n
2 +2, n even and p

n
2 ≡ 1 (mod 3) [18];

• f5(X) = X
5k+1

2 , p = 5, gcd(2n, k) = 1 [18];

• f6(X) = X
5n−1

4 + 5
n+1
2 −1
2 , p = 5, n odd [14].

It is easy to verify that the boomerang uniformity of f1 is 3. We know that under
the given condition, the compositional inverse of f2 is X3 and since, in general,
a permutation function and its compositional inverse share the same boomerang
uniformity (see [5, Proposition 2]), the boomerang uniformity of f2 is also 3. We
already computed the boomerang uniformity of f3. In the following theorem we
shall compute the boomerang uniformity of the functions f4, f5 and f6.
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Theorem 2.9. Let f4, f5 and f6 be the functions on the finite fields Fpn defined as
above. Then Bf4 ≤ 5 and Bf5 = Bf6 = 3.

Proof. We know, from Theorem 2.1 that the boomerang uniformity of f4 is given
by the maximum number of solutions of the following equation(

X +
1

2

)pm+2

+

(
X − 1

2

)pm+2

= b

⇐⇒ 4Xpm+2 +Xpm

+ 2X − 2b = 0,

where n = 2m and b is running over F∗
pn . To analyze its solutions we will be using

Dobbertin’s multivariate method. Let Y = Xpm

. The previous equation becomes

4X2Y + Y + 2X − 2b = 0, and raising it to the pm power,

4Y 2X +X + 2Y − 2bp
m

= 0.

If b satisfies 4b2 +1 = 0, then we get the solution X = b. If 4b2 +1 ̸= 0, then we

find Y =
2b− 2X

4X2 + 1
from the first equation and replace it into the second equation

arriving to

16X5 − 16bp
m

X4 − 8X3 − 16X2(1 + b− bp
m

)−X(32b+ 3) + (16b2 + 4b− 2bm) = 0,

which has at most five solutions. Thus Bf4 ≤ 5 and experimental results for small
values of p and n suggest that this bound is attained.

We now consider the boomerang uniformity of f5. It was proved in [22, The-

orem 6] that the (−1)-differential uniformity of the function X 7→ X
pk+1

2 on Fpn

is 1 if
2n

gcd(2n, k)
= 1, otherwise, it is

pgcd(n,k) + 1

2
. Since f5 on F5n is APN for

gcd(2n, k) = 1, we therefore have that its (−1)-differential uniformity is exactly
5gcd(n,k) + 1

2
= 3 (since also gcd(n, k) = 1).

Finally, we shall consider the boomerang uniformity of f6(X) = X
5n−1

4 + 5m−1
2 ,

where m = n+1
2 . Note that f6 is a permutation since gcd(d, 5n − 1) = 1, and

5m + 1

2
d ≡ 1 (mod 5n − 1). Thus, the boomerang uniformity of f6 is equal to the

boomerang uniformity (and hence (−1)-differential uniformity) of f7(X) = X
5m+1

2 .
From [23, Proposition 5], we know that the (−1)-differential uniformity of f7 is 3.
This completes the proof.

3. Differentially low-uniform functions by modifying the inverse function.
The differential uniformity of functions over finite fields is preserved under certain
transformations. For instance, let f and g are two functions over Fpn such that
g = A2 ◦ f ◦A1 +A, for some affine permutations A1, A2 over Fpn and some affine
function A over Fpn . Then, f and g have the same differential uniformity and we
say that f and g are extended affine (EA) equivalent. The most general equivalence
relation, known so far, which preserves the differential uniformity is the Carlet-
Charpin-Zinoviev (CCZ) equivalence [9]. Two functions f and g over Fpn are called
CCZ-equivalent if there exists an affine permutation A : Fpn × Fpn → Fpn × Fpn

which maps the graph Gf := (X, f(X)) to the graph Gg := (X, g(X)). Let L be the
linear part of the affine permutation A. Then [6, Lemma 3.1] shows that the affine
permutation A simply adds constants to input and output of the CCZ-equivalent
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function obtained by applying L. The CCZ-class of a function f always contains
the EA-class of the function f . It is well-known [8] that if f is a permutation then
the CCZ-class also contains the EA-class of f−1, the compositional inverse of the
function f .

We know that the inverse map over finite fields of odd characteristic is an in-
volution with three fixed points, namely 0, 1 and −1. In [19, Theorem 3.5], the
authors swapped the images of the inverse function at 0 and 1 and determined the
c-differential uniformity of the function for all c ∈ F∗

p. One may note that even after
swapping the images of 0 and 1, this map has a fixed point −1. However, if we com-
pose the inverse map by the 3-length cycles (0 1 −1) or (0 −1 1), then it still remains
a permutation with no fixed point. In the following theorem we shall determine the
differential uniformity of the modified inverse function f(X) = Xpn−2 ◦ (0 1 − 1).
Our results directly follow for the other modified map f(X) = Xpn−2 ◦ (0 − 1 1)
as it is the compositional inverse of f .

Theorem 3.1. Let p > 3 be a prime number, n be a positive integer and f(X) =
Xpn−2 ◦ (0 1 − 1) be a map from Fpn to itself. Then{

∆f = 5 if p = 13 and n is even,

∆f ≤ 4 otherwise.

Proof. We know that the differential uniformity of f is given by the maximum
number of solutions of the following equation

f
(
X +

a

2

)
− f

(
X − a

2

)
= b, (14)

where a, b ∈ Fpn and a ̸= 0. Since f is a permutation, if b = 0, the above equation
has no solutions, for all a ∈ F∗

pn . Now, we shall consider various cases depending

upon the values of X +
a

2
and X − a

2
. More precisely, we shall consider the cases

when X − a

2
∈ {0, 1,−1}, X +

a

2
∈ {0, 1,−1} and X ̸∈

{
±a

2
, 1± a

2
,−1± a

2

}
,

respectively.

Case 1. Let X =
a

2
. In this case, Equation (14) reduces to f(a) − f(0) = b, and

so, f(a)− 1 = b.

Case 2. If X = 1 +
a

2
, then from Equation (14), f(1 + a) − f(1) = b, that is,

f(1 + a) + 1 = b.

Case 3. LetX = −1+
a

2
. In this case, Equation (14) reduces to f(−1+a)−f(−1) =

b, which is f(−1 + a) = b.

Case 4. If X = −a

2
, then from Equation (14), f(0)−f(−a) = b, and so 1−f(−a) =

b.
Case 5. Let X = 1− a

2
. In this case, Equation (14) reduces to f(1)− f(1−a) = b,

that is, −1− f(1− a) = b.

Case 6. If X = −1 − a

2
, then from Equation (14), f(−1) − f(−1 − a) = b, which

is −f(−1− a) = b.

Case 7. Let X ̸∈
{
±a

2
, 1± a

2
,−1± a

2

}
. Then Equation (14) reduces to(

X +
a

2

)−1

−
(
X − a

2

)−1

= b ⇐⇒ X2 =
a2

4
− a

b
. (15)
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One may note, from Cases 1–6, that the values of b are in terms of some functions
in the variable a. Now, in order to simplify the solutions X and the corresponding
values of b from Cases 1–6, we consider five cases, namely, a = 1, a = −1, a = 2,
a = −2 and a ̸∈ {±1,±2}. This discussion is summarized in Table 2.

a = 1 a = −1 a = 2 a = −2 a ̸∈ {±1,±2}

Case 1 ( 12 ,−2) (− 1
2 ,−1) (1,− 1

2 ) (−1,− 3
2 ) (a2 ,

1
a − 1)

Case 2 ( 32 ,
3
2 ) ( 12 , 2) (2, 4

3 ) (0, 1) (1 + a
2 ,

1
1+a + 1)

Case 3 (− 1
2 , 1) (− 3

2 ,−
1
2 ) (0,−1) (−2,− 1

3 ) (−1 + a
2 ,

1
−1+a )

Case 4 (− 1
2 , 1) ( 12 , 2) (−1, 3

2 ) (1, 1
2 ) (−a

2 ,
1
a + 1)

Case 5 ( 12 ,−2) ( 32 ,−
3
2 ) (0,−1) (2,− 4

3 ) (1− a
2 ,

1
−1+a − 1)

Case 6 (− 3
2 ,

1
2 ) (− 1

2 ,−1) (−2, 1
3 ) (0, 1) (−1− a

2 ,
1

1+a )

Case 7 X2 = 1
4 − 1

b X2 = 1
4 + 1

b X2 = 1− 2
b X2 = 1 + 2

b X2 = a2

4 − a
b

Table 2. Pairs (X, b) for different choices of a.

Now, we shall use Table 2 to compute DDT entries for different values of a and
b. It is easy to observe from the column 2-5 of the Table 2 that ∆f (a, b) ≤ 4 for all
b ∈ Fpn and a ∈ {±1,±2}. When a ̸∈ {±1,±2} then we can infer following from
the Table 2

1. We cannot have solutions from Case 1 and Case 4 simultaneously as in this
case 1

a − 1 = 1
a + 1 ⇐⇒ −1 = 1, which is not possible as p is odd.

2. We cannot have solutions from Case 2 and Case 6 simultaneously, as 1
1+a+1 =

1
1+a ⇐⇒ 1 = 0, a contradiction.

3. We cannot have solutions from Case 3 and Case 5 simultaneously, as 1
−1+a =

−1 + 1
−1+a ⇐⇒ 0 = −1, a contradiction.

4. We cannot have solutions from Case 1 and Case 5 simultaneously, as −1+ 1
a =

−1 + 1
−1+a ⇐⇒ 0 = −1, a contradiction.

5. We cannot have solutions from Case 2 and Case 4 simultaneously, as 1
1+a+1 =

1
a + 1 ⇐⇒ 0 = 1, a contradiction.

6. We cannot have solutions from Case 3 and Case 6 simultaneously, as 1
−1+a =

1
1+a ⇐⇒ −1 = 1, a contradiction.

Thus, we have the following two possible scenarios in which we can get more
than two solutions from Cases 1–6:

• We now assume that we have solutions from Case 1, Case 2 and Case 3. Then
b = 1

a − 1 = 1
1+a + 1 = 1

−1+a . The second and third equalities produce the
following system of equations

2a2 + 2a− 1 = 0,

a2 = 3,

a2 − a+ 1 = 0.
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One can easily verify that the above system of equations is consistent if
and only if p = 13 and a = 4. Thus, for p = 13 and (a, b) = (4, 9), we
have the solutions X = 2, X = 3 and X = 1 of Equation (14) from Case 1,
Case 2 and Case 3, respectively. Now, for these parameters, the equation in
the Case 7 becomes X2 = 5, which has two solutions if χ(5) = 1 and no
solutions, otherwise. We know that when p = 13 then χ(5) = 1 if and only if
n is even. Thus,

∆f (4, 9) =

{
3 if n is odd,

5 if n is even.

• We now assume that we have solutions from Cases 4–6. Then b = 1
a + 1 =

1
−1+a − 1 = 1

1+a . The second and third equalities gives the following system
of equations 

2a2 − 2a− 1 = 0,

a2 = 3,

a2 + a+ 1 = 0.

One can easily verity that the above system of equations is consistent if
and only if p = 13 and a = 9. Thus, for p = 13 and (a, b) = (9, 4), we
have solutions X = 1, X = 0 and X = −2 of Equation (14) from Case 4,
Case 5 and Case 6, respectively. Now, for these parameters, equation in the
Case 7 becomes X2 = 5, which has two solutions if χ(5) = 1 and no solutions,
otherwise. We know that when p = 13 then χ(5) = 1 if and only if n is even.
Thus,

∆f (9, 4) =

{
3 if n is odd,

5 if n is even.

This completes the proof.

Remark 3.2. We know that for the inverse map X 7→ Xpn−2 over Fpn , the CCZ-
equivalence is more general than EA-equivalence only if there exist non-zero lin-
earized polynomials L1(X) and L2(X) such that L1(X

pn−2)+L2(X) is a permuta-
tion polynomial over Fpn . Using Kloosterman zeros in finite fields of characteristic

p > 3, Göloğlu and McGuire [17, Remark 4.5] showed that L1(X
pn−2)+L2(X) is a

permutation if and only if either L1 or L2 is a zero polynomial (which corresponds
to the EA-class of the inverse map). Thus, for p > 3, the CCZ-equivalence class of
the inverse map is the same as the EA-equivalence class.

Recall that any function that is EA-equivalent to Xpn−2 is of the form A1 ◦
Xpn−2 ◦ A2 + A3, where A1, A2 are affine permutations over Fpn and A3 is an

affine function over Fpn . Also, if A1 ◦Xpn−2 ◦A2 +A3 is a permutation then so is

A1◦Xpn−2+A3◦A−1
2 , where A−1

2 is the compositional inverse of affine permutation
A2 and hence affine. Let L1 and L2 be the linear part of the affine permutations A1

and A3◦A−1
2 , respectively. Then A1◦Xpn−2+A3◦A−1

2 is a permutation if and only
if L1(X

pn−2) + L2(X) is a permutation. Thus, any function that is EA-equivalent
but not affine-equivalent to the inverse map can never be a permutation.

It is easy to observe that any function that is linear-equivalent to the Xpn−2

maps 0 to 0 whereas Xpn−2 ◦ (0 1 − 1) maps 0 to 1. Thus, Xpn−2 ◦ (0 1 − 1) is
not linear-equivalent to the inverse map.

We shall now consider functions which are affine equivalent but not linear-
equivalent to the inverse map. We shall restrict ourselves to the prime fields. Let
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A1 = a1X + b1 and A2 = a2X + b2 be permutations over Fp such that b1, b2 are not
simultaneously zero. We shall now consider the following cases.
Case 1. Let b1 ̸= 0 and b2 = 0. In this case affine-equivalent functions will be of
the form

a1
a2

Xp−2 + b1.

Notice that this function satisfies
0 7→ 1 if and only if b1 = 1,

1 7→ −1 if and only if a1 = −a2(1 + b1),

−1 7→ 0 if and only if a1 = a2b1.

From the above three conditions, we have a1 = −2a2 = a2, and the second
equality implies that 3a2 = 0, which is a contradiction as we are in the case of
p > 3.
Case 2. Let b1 = 0 and b2 ̸= 0. In this case affine-equivalent functions will be of
the form

a1(a2X + b2)
p−2.

Notice that this function satisfies
0 7→ 1 if and only if a1 = b2,

1 7→ −1 if and only if a1(a2 + b2)
p−2 = −1,

−1 7→ 0 if and only if a2 = b2.

From the above three conditions, we have a1 = b2 = −2b2 and the second equality
implies that 3b2 = 0, which again is a contradiction as we are in the case of p > 3.
Case 3. Let b1b2 ̸= 0. In this case affine-equivalent functions will be of the form

a1(a2X + b2)
p−2 + b1.

Notice that this function satisfies
0 7→ 1 if and only if a1 = (1− b1)b2,

1 7→ −1 if and only if a1(a2 + b2)
p−2 = −(1 + b1),

−1 7→ 0 if and only if a1 = (a2 − b2)b1.

(16)

One may note that when a2 = −b2 then the second condition in the above system
is satisfied if and only if b1 = −1. In this case first and third conditions reduce to
a1 = 2b2. Thus, affine-equivalent function is of the form 2(1 −X)p−2 − 1. Notice
that in this function 2 7→ −3 and −3 = 2p−2 if and only if p = 7. It is easy to verity
that over F7, this functions maps 5 to 2 and they are not inverses to each other.
From here we conclude that when a2 = −b2 our function is affine-inequivalent to
the inverse map.

When a2 ̸= b2 then system (16) reduces to
0 7→ 1 if and only if a1 = (1− b1)b2,

1 7→ −1 if and only if a1 = −(1 + b1)(a2 + b2),

−1 7→ 0 if and only if a1 = (a2 − b2)b1.

(17)

From the first and the third condition, we have a2 = b2
b1
. Putting this value in

the second condition, we have a1 = −(1+b1)(b2+b2b1)
b1

. Now combining it with the
first condition, we have

0 = (3b1 + 1)b2 =⇒ b1 = −1

3
.
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Thus, we have 
a1 = 4

3b2,

b1 = − 1
3 ,

a2 = −3b2,

i.e., affine-equivalent functions will be of the form

4

3
(1− 3X)p−2 − 1

3
.

It is easy to observe that this map sends 3p−2 to − 1
3 which is different from 3

for all p > 5. Thus our map is affine-inequivalent to the inverse map for all p > 5.

Computations revealed that for some values of p, n (like, p = 3, n = 2, 4, or
p = 5, n = 3) the differential uniformity of the function in our previous theorem
is 3 (we could not find examples of uniformity lower than 3, though we have not
performed extensive computations). We will show in our next result that if p = 3,
the differential uniformity of our function is indeed 3, for any odd n.

Theorem 3.3. Let n ≥ 1 be an integer and f(X) = X3n−2 ◦ (0 1 − 1) be a map
from F3n to itself. Then

∆f =

{
3 if n is odd,

4 if n is even.

Proof. We know that the differential uniformity of f is given by the maximum
number of solutions of the following equation

f(X − a)− f(X + a) = b, (18)

where a, b ∈ Fpn and a ̸= 0. Since f is a permutation, if b = 0 the above equation
has no solutions for all a ∈ F∗

pn . We shall consider various cases depending upon
the values of X + a and X − a.
Case 1. Let X = a. In this case, Equation (18) reduces to f(0) − f(2a) = b, so
1− f(−a) = b.
Case 2. If X = 1 + a, then from Equation (18) f(1) − f(1 + 2a) = b, thus
−1− f(1− a) = b.
Case 3. LetX = −1+a. In this case, Equation (18) reduces to f(−1)−f(−1+2a) =
b, hence −f(−1− a) = b.
Case 4. Let X = −a. In this case, Equation (18) reduces to f(−2a) − f(0) = b,
thus f(a)− 1 = b.
Case 5. If X = 1−a, then from Equation (18) f(1−2a)−f(1) = b, so f(1+a)+1 =
b.
Case 6. LetX = −1−a. In this case, Equation (18) reduces to f(−1−2a)−f(−1) =
b, thus f(−1 + a) = b.
Case 7. Let X ̸∈ {±a, 1± a,−1± a}. Then Equation (18) reduces to

(X − a)−1 − (X + a)−1 = b ⇐⇒ X2 = a2 − a

b
. (19)

One may note, from Cases 1–6, that the values of b are in terms of some functions
in the variable a. Now, in order to simplify the solutionsX and corresponding values
of b from Cases 1–6, we consider five cases, namely, a = 1, a = −1 and a ̸∈ {1,−1}.
This discussion is summarized in Table 3.
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a = 1 a = −1 a ̸∈ {1,−1}

Case 1 (1, 1) (−1,−1) (a, 1+a
a )

Case 2 (−1, 1) (0,−1) (1 + a, 1+a
1−a )

Case 3 (0, 1) (1,−1) (−1 + a, 1
1+a )

Case 4 (−1, 1) (1,−1) (−a, 1−a
a )

Case 5 (0, 1) (−1,−1) (1− a, −1+a
1+a )

Case 6 (1, 1) (0,−1) (−1− a, 1
−1+a )

Case 7 X2 = 1− 1
b X2 = 1 + 1

b X2 = a2 − a
b

Table 3. Pairs (X, b) for different choices of a.

It is easy to observe from Table (3) that the DDT entries

∆f (1, b) =


3 if b = 1,

2 if b ̸= −1 and χ(b(b− 1)) = 1,

0 if b ̸= −1 and χ(b(b− 1)) = −1.

Similarly,

∆f (−1, b) =


3 if b = −1,

2 if b ̸= 1 and χ(b(b+ 1)) = 1,

0 if b ̸= 1 and χ(b(b+ 1)) = −1.

For a ̸∈ {0, 1,−1} we consider the following scenarios:

1. We assume that we have a solution X = a from the Case 1. Now, we cannot
have solutions from Case 2 as in this case b = 1+a

a = 1+a
1−a and the second

equality would imply that a = −1, a contradiction. Also, we cannot have
solutions from Case 3 as the second equality of b = 1+a

a = 1
1+a implies that

a = 1, a contradiction. Similarly, we cannot have solutions from Case 4, as
then b = 1+a

a = 1−a
a and the second equality would imply that a = 0, which

again is a contradiction. Likewise, we cannot have solutions from Case 5,
since then b = 1+a

a = −1+a
1+a and the second equality implies that 1 = 0. Let

us assume that we have a solution from Case 6, and so, b = 1+a
a = 1

−1+a , so

b = a and a2 = a+1, and in this case the equation in Case 7 becomes X2 = a.
Thus if b = a and a2 = a+ 1, then we have

∆(a, b) =


2 if n is odd,

2 if n is even and χ(a) = −1,

4 if n is even and χ(a) = 1.

2. We now assume that we have a solution X = 1 + a from Case 2. We have
already seen that we cannot have solutions from Case 1. Now, we cannot have
solutions from Case 3, as in this case b = 1+a

1−a = 1
1+a and the second equality

would imply that a = 0, a contradiction. Similarly, we cannot have a solution
from Case 4, as in this case b = 1+a

1−a = 1−a
a and the second equality implies
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that a = 1, a contradiction. Likewise, we cannot have a solution from Case 6,
as the second equality of b = 1+a

1−a = 1
−1+a implies that a = 1, which is a

contradiction. Now, let us assume that we have a solution from Case 5 then
b = 1+a

1−a = −1+a
1+a , so b = a and a2 = −1. Notice that for b = a with a2 = −1,

the equation in Case 7 reduces to X2 = 1, which always has two solutions
X = ±1. Thus if b = a and a2 = −1, then we have

∆(a, b) =

{
2 if n is odd,

4 if n is even.

3. We now assume that we have solutions from Case 3. We have already seen
that we cannot have solutions from Case 1 and Case 2. It is easy to verify
that if we have a solution from Case 5, the second equality of b = 1

1+a = −1+a
1+a

implies that a = −1, a contradiction. Similarly, if we have a solution from
Case 6, then b = 1

1+a = 1
−1+a and the second equality implies that 1 = −1,

which again is a contradiction. Now, let us assume that we have a solution
from Case 4 then b = 1

1+a = 1−a
a , so b = a and a2 = 1−a. It is easy to observe

that for b = a and a2 = 1 − a, the equation in Case 7 reduces to X2 = −a.
Thus, if b = a and a2 = 1− a, then we have

∆(a, b) =


2 if n is odd,

2 if n is even and χ(−a) = −1,

4 if n is even and χ(−a) = 1.

4. We now assume that we have a solution from Case 4. We have already seen
that in this case we cannot have solution from Case 1 and Case 2. We have
also discussed the case when we have solutions from Case 4 and Case 3, si-
multaneously. One may note that if we have a solution from Case 5, then
b = 1−a

a = −1+a
1+a and the second equality implies that a = 1, which is a con-

tradiction. Similarly, we have solution from Case 6 as the second equality of
b = 1−a

a = 1
−1+a implies that a = −1.

5. We now assume that we have a solution from Case 5. We have already shown
that in this case we have solutions from Cases 1, 3 and 4. Also, we have
already discussed the case when we have solutions from Case 5 and Case 2,
simultaneously. One can easily verify that if we have solutions from Case 5
and Case 6 simultaneously, then −1+a

1+a = 1
−1+a , so a = 0, a contradiction.

This completes the proof.

Constructing low differential uniform functions from known ones is a common
theme in many works. In the same research vein, in the following result, we shall
show that if we add a monomial term uX2 to the inverse mapping then it still
remains differentially 4-uniform. However by doing so, it is no longer a permutation.
Later, we will construct new functions with low differential uniformity, which may
remain permutations (and we provide examples of such).

Proposition 3.4. Let f(X) = Xpn−2 + uX2, where u ∈ F∗
pn , be a function from

Fpn to itself. Then the differential uniformity of f is ≤ 4.

Proof. We know that the differential uniformity of f is given by the maximum
number of solutions of the following equation(

X +
a

2

)pn−2

−
(
X − a

2

)pn−2

+ 2auX = b, (20)
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where a, b ∈ Fpn and a ̸= 0. It is straightforward to see that if X =
a

2
then

b = a−1 + a2u and if X = −a

2
then b = a−1 − ua2. When X ̸∈ {−a

2
,
a

2
} then

Equation (20) reduces to

2auX3 − bX2 − a3u

2
X +

ba2

4
− a = 0, (21)

which can have at most 3 solutions in Fpn . This completes the proof.

Charpin-Kyureghyan [11, Proposition 3] showed that the differential uniformity
of G(X) = F (X)+γTr(H(X)) is upper bounded by twice the differential uniformity
of F , that is, ∆G ≤ 2∆F , in even characteristic. In the following result, we shall
show that a similar result holds for odd characteristic, as well, and in the particular
case of switching the inverse function we obtain a stronger result.

Proposition 3.5. Let f, g be defined on Fpn , and g(X) = f(X)+αTr(h(X)), where
α ∈ Fpn and Tr : Fpn → Fp is the absolute trace function. Then the differential

uniformity of g, ∆g ≤ p ·∆f . Further, if f(X) = Xpn−2, then ∆g ≤ 2(p+ 1).

Proof. We know that the differential uniformity of g is given by the maximum
number of solutions, for a ̸= 0, b ∈ Fpn , of the following equation,

g (X + a)− g (X) = f(X + a)− f(X) + αTr (h(X + a)− h(X)) = b. (22)

Since Tr (h(X + a)− h(X)) = ϵ ∈ Fp, an argument similar as the one of [11]
shows that

∆g(a, b) ≤
p−1∑
i=0

∆f (a, b− iα),

from which we can infer that ∆g ≤ p ·∆f .

If f(X) = Xpn−2 then f is APN, if pn ≡ 2 (mod 3), has differential uniformity
3 when p = 3, and 4 in all other cases. Our argument below is only better for the
inverse than the general one in the case when f is not APN. We write the differential

equation slightly differently, namely, Dg(X, a) := g
(
X +

a

2

)
−
(
X − a

2

)
= b, more

precisely,(
X +

a

2

)pn−2

−
(
X − a

2

)pn−2

+Tr
(
h
(
x+

a

2

)
− h

(
x− a

2

))
= b, that is(

X +
a

2

)pn−2

−
(
X − a

2

)pn−2

+ αTr (Dh(X, a)) = b.

(23)

We shall now consider two cases, namely, X = ±a

2
and X ̸∈

{a

2
,−a

2

}
. Notice

that if X = ±a

2
, then Equation (23) reduces to ap

n−2 + αTr
(
Dh

(
±a

2 , a
))

= b.

When X ̸∈
{a

2
,−a

2

}
, then Equation (23) reduces to

α

(
X2 − a2

4

)
Tr (Dh (X, a)) = b

(
X2 − a2

4

)
+ a, (24)

that is,

Tr (Dh (X, a)) =
b

α
+

a

α
(
X2 − a2

4

) ∈ Fp.
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Now, let X2 − a2

4
:= Z−1. Then using the properties of the trace function,

observe that (
aZ + b

α

)p

−
(
aZ + b

α

)
= 0.

We conclude that Z =
αζ − b

a
, for any ζ ∈ Fp. Surely, we cannot claim that the

number of solutions for Equation (24) is precisely p, since the above value for Z,
rendering 2p values of X may not all satisfy the original differential equation (22)
for g.

Remark 3.6. In the above proposition, if f is such that the derivative traces
Tr

(
Df

(
−a

2 , a
))

̸= Tr
(
Df

(
a
2 , a

))
, then the bound of the differential uniformity of

the switched inverse function becomes 2p+ 1.

While this is not a systematic computation, we can surely do a switching of the
inverse function to obtain permutation polynomials that preserve the differential
uniformity of the inverse. In particular, we can find permutation APN functions
for some small dimensions, easily. We took functions f of the form f(X, d, s) =
Xpn−2 + Tr

(
gsXd

)
(g is a primitive element of the underlying finite field). We

tabulate below some computational data for small primes and dimensions (we only
list the permutation polynomials, where d ≤ p − 1, s ≤ p − 1, which preserve the
differential uniformity (DU) of the inverse function, surely, the case of (d, s) = (0, 0);
we also removed the trivial cases of d = 0 and s > 0).

(p, n) (d, s) DU
(3, 2) (0, 0), (5, 1), (7, 1), (4, 2), (5, 2), (7, 2) 3
(3, 3) (0, 0), (13, 0), (17, 0), (23, 0), (25, 0), (13, 1), (17, 1), (23, 1), (25, 1) 3
(5, 2) (0, 0), (19, 0), (23, 0), (6, 3), (18, 3), (19, 3), (23, 3), (19, 4), (23, 4) 4
(5, 3) (0, 0), (99, 0), (119, 0), (123, 0), (31, 1), (62, 1), (93, 1), (99, 1)

(119, 1), (123, 1), (99, 3), (119, 3), (123, 3), (99, 4), (119, 4), (123, 4) 2 (APN)
(7, 2) (0, 0), (41, 0), (47, 0), (41, 1), (47, 1), (41, 2), (47, 2), (8, 4), (16, 4),

(24, 4), (32, 4), (40, 4)(41, 4), (47, 4), (41, 5), (47, 5), (41, 6), (47, 6) 4

4. Conclusions. In this paper we start by correcting some conditions on the c-DU
of the inverse function for c ∈ Fq {0, 1}, and give two identities concerning the
boomerang spectrum of a function. We next show that a necessary condition for a
low boomerang uniformity of an odd function is for the (−1)-differential uniformity
to be low, as well. In fact, in the case of odd APN permutations, they are equal.
We apply this result to find the boomerang spectrum of the inverse function and
the boomerang uniformity of four other odd APN functions. Moreover, we find
a new class of differentially ≤ 4-uniform permutations in characteristic p ̸= 13
(respectively, differentially 5-uniform when p = 13) that is CCZ-inequivalent to the
inverse function. Finally, we provide an upper bound for the differential uniformity
of a switched function, thus extending a result of Charpin and Kyureghyan [11] to
odd characteristic.
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