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This presentation will describe  

• How the United States Marine Corps utilizes its NPS Operations 
Research graduates 

• The perception of the NPS Operations Research degree program, as 
viewed by both the Marine Corps at large and the Marine Corps’ 
Operations Research community 

• Skills that a Marine Corps Operations Research Analyst needs to be 
successful in garrison and a deployed environment 

• Support that Marine Corps Operations Research Analysts are 
providing to current operations in Iraq and Afghanistan 

• Typical workload and specific examples of quick-turn analysis projects 
assigned to Marine Corps Operations Research Analysts deployed in 
support of operations in Iraq 

 
Biography: Joe Mlakar is the Deputy Branch Head and Senior Analyst for the 
Current Operations Branch of the Marine Corps Operations Analysis Division at 
Quantico, Virginia.  He also serves as the Occupational Field Specialist for 
Marine Corps Operations Research Analysts.  He holds a B.S. in Mathematics 
from Carnegie-Mellon University and M.S. in Operations Research and Applied 
Mathematics from the Naval Postgraduate School.  
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