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JESSE CUNHA  
CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
Contact jcunha@nps.edu  

jessecunha@gmail.com 
http://faculty.nps.edu/jcunha/ 
(650) 492-0381 

 
Research   Labor Economics, Health Economics, Development Economics, Economics of 

Education, Defense Economics, Program Evaluation 
 
 
Positions 2017 -2020  Area Chair, Economics and Manpower Group, Graduate School 

of Defense Management, Naval Postgraduate School 
 2017 -  Associate Professor, Graduate School of Defense Management, 

Naval Postgraduate School 
 2011 -  Research Associate, Department of Economics, University of 

California, Santa Cruz 
 2010 - 2017 Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Business and Public 

Policy, Naval Postgraduate School 
 
Education Ph.D. Economics, Stanford University 

M.A. Economics, Stanford University 
B.S. Physics, Rutgers University 

 
Academic Journal Publications 
CUNHA, JESSE M., GIACOMO DE GIORGI, AND SEEMA JAYACHANDRAN. (2019) “The Price Effects 

of Cash Versus In-kind Transfers,” Review of Economic Studies, 86(1):240-81. 
 
CALDERÓN, GABRIELA, JESSE M. CUNHA, AND GIACOMO DE GIORGI. (2020) “Business Literacy 

and Development: Evidence from a Randomized Controlled Trial in Rural Mexico,” Economic 
Development and Cultural Change, 68(2):507-40. 

 
CUNHA, JESSE M., TREY MILLER, AND EMILY WEISBURST. (2018) “Information and College 

Decisions: Evidence from the Texas GO Center Project,” Education Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 
40(1): 151-70. 

 
CUNHA, JESSE M., YU-CHU SHEN, AND ZACHARY R. BURKE. (2017) “Contrasting the impacts of 

combat and humanitarian assistance/disaster relief missions on the mental health of military 
service members,” Defence and Peace Economics, 29(1): 62-77. 

 
AUGENBLICK, NED, JESSE M. CUNHA, ERNESTO DAL BO, AND JUSTIN RAO. (2016) “The 

Economics of Faith: Using an Apocalyptic Prophecy to Elicit Religious Beliefs in the Field,” 
Journal of Public Economics, 141:38-49. 

 
SHEN, YU-CHU, JESSE M. CUNHA, AND THOMAS V. WILLIAMS. (2016) “Time-varying associations of 

suicide with deployments, mental health conditions, and stressful life events among current and 
former US military personnel,” The Lancet Psychiatry, 3(11):1039-1048. 

 
AUGENBLICK, NED AND JESSE M. CUNHA. (2015) “Competition and Cooperation in a Public Goods 

Game: A Field Experiment,” Economic Inquiry, 53(1):574-588. 
 
CUNHA, JESSE M., JEREMY ARKES, PAUL LESTER, YU-CHU SHEN. (2015) “Employee Retention and 

Psychological Health: Evidence from Military Recruits,” Applied Economics Letters, 22(18):1505-
10.  
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CUNHA, JESSE M., AMILCAR MENICHINI, AND ADAM CROCKETT. (2015) “The Retention Effects of 

High Years of Service Cliff-Vesting Pension Plans,” Economics Letters, 126:6-9   
 
ARKES, JEREMY AND JESSE M. CUNHA. (2015). “Workplace Goals and Output Quality: Evidence 

from time-constrained recruiting goals in the U.S. Navy,” Defence and Peace Economics, 26(5):491-
515. 

 
CUNHA, JESSE M, RYAN SULLIVAN, MELIH CAN, AND HUSEYIN YALCINKAYA. (2014) “Expedited 

Citizenship for Sale: Estimating the effect of Executive Order 13269 on non-citizen military 
enlistments.” Applied Economics, 46(11):1291-1300. 

 
CUNHA, JESSE M. AND TREY MILLER. (2014). “Measuring Value-Added in Higher Education: 

Possibilities and Limitations in the Use of Administrative Data,” Economics of Education Review, 
42:64-77. 

 
CUNHA, JESSE M. (2014) “Testing Paternalism: Cash Versus In-kind Transfers in Rural Mexico,” 

American Economic Journal: Applied Economics 6(2):195-230. 
 
 
Works in Progress 
AVITABILE, CIRO, JESSE M. CUNHA, AND RICARDO MEILMAN COHN. “The Medium-term Impacts 

of Cash and In-kind Food Transfers on Learning.”  
 
CUNHA, JESSE M. AND PATRICK VEITH. “Peer Effects in Financial Decision Making: Evidence from 

Choices Amongst Military Retirement Systems.” 
 
BACALOD, MARIGEE, JESSE M. CUNHA, AND YU-CHU SHEN. “When Young Soldiers Drink: The 

impact of Legal Access to Alcohol Amongst U.S. Army Soldiers.” 
 
ARKES, JEREMY, JESSE M. CUNHA, AND NOAH MYUNG. “Performance Based Incentives for Military 

Recruiters: Evidence from the U.S. Navy” 
 
Published Technical  Reports  
CUNHA, JESSE M. AND VINCENT SALAZAR. (2020). “Measurement and Analysis of Officer of the 

Deck Competency: New Findings for FY19-20,” Naval Postgraduate School Technical Report NPS-
GSDM-20-003. 

 
MILLER, TREY, JESSE M. CUNHA, JULIE DELELLO, RAFIQ DOSSANI, AND THOMAS MARZILLI. 

(2018) “Using Technology to Promote Postsecondary Success and Savings: An Evaluation of the 
University of Texas at Tyler PATSS Initiative,” Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation.  

 
LOEB, SUSANNA AND JESSE M. CUNHA. (2007) “Have Assessment-Based Accountability Reforms 

Influenced the Career Decisions of Teachers and Principals?”  Prepared as part of Title I, Part E, 
Section 1503 of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. 

 
CUNHA, JESSE M. AND TREY MILLER. (2008a) “Evaluating a College Information and Awareness 

Campaign: The Texas GO Center Project,” Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board Research 
Report. 

 
CUNHA, JESSE M. AND TREY MILLER. (2008b) “Quantitative Value-Added Measures in Higher 

Education: Possibilities and Limitations in the State of Texas,” Report Commissioned by the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board. 
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CUNHA, JESSE M. AND AMILCAR MENICHINI. (2014). “Pensions and Intertemporal Choice: 
Evidence from the U.S. military,” Naval Postgraduate School Technical Report GSBPP-14-001. 

 
CUNHA, JESSE M., SEEMA JAYACHANDRAN, AND GIACOMO DE GIORGI. (2015). “The Impact of 

Cash and In-kind Transfers on Local Prices,” Policy in Focus (a publication of the United Nations 
Development Programme), 11(1):12-13.  

 
CUNHA, JESSE M. AND KATHERINE LOPICCALO. (2014). “The Global Positioning System (GPS), 

Teaching Case and Note.” Naval Postgraduate School Technical Report GSBPP-14-002 
 
Professional  Activit ies  
Referee service: American Economic Review, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Journal of Political Economy, 
Review of Economic Studies, American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, Journal of Human Resources, Journal 
of Development Economics, Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization, Economics of Education Review, 
Economic Development and Cultural Change, The Journal of Higher Education, Food Policy, Military Psychology, 
Review of Economics and Statistics, World Bank Economic Review, Southern Economic Journal 
 
Member: American Economic Association, Western Economic Association 
 
Internal services to NPS: Area Chair, Economics/Manpower Area. Course coordinator for GB3070, 
GB4071, and MN3001.  
 
Courses Taught 
Capstone Research course, EMBA program, Naval Postgraduate School 
Economic Policy Analysis (GB4071), Naval Postgraduate School 
Cost Management Certification Course, Naval Postgraduate School 
Labor Economics (MN4760), Naval Postgraduate School 
Introductory Economics (GB3070), Naval Postgraduate School 
 
Grants  
2019-20 NPS Naval Research Program (Measurement and Analysis of Officer of the Deck Competency, 

continuation) (PI, $50,000) 
Acquisition Research Program (Accelerated Payments for Small DoD Contractors) (PI, 
$90,000) 

2018-19 NPS Naval Research Program (Measurement and Analysis of Officer of the Deck Competency) 
(PI, $50,000) 

2017-18 Office of the Chief of Naval Operations (Analysis of the role of service-specific risk factors in 
military suicides and mental health) (Co-PI) 

2016-17 Office of Naval Research (An evaluation of enhanced training and injury recovery programs for 
Navy SEALs) (Co-PI, $175,000) 

2015 NPS Naval Research Program (Suicide in the Military) (Co-PI, $100,000) 
2012-15 US Army Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff (Resilience Economic Analysis, Comprehensive 

Soldier and Family Fitness) (Co-investigator, 3 years of funding, $250,000 per year) 
2012 Gates Foundation (Value Added in Higher Education project) (Co-PI, $60,000) 
2008 Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (Value Added in Higher Education Project) 

(Co-PI, $14,000) 
 
Foreign Languages 
Spanish: fluent in written, semi-fluent in spoken 
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